HELPS FOR READING CHINESE GENEALOGIES

(Note: While this paper is intended to assist those without Chinese language
skills to read Chinese genealogies, the suggestions included below are for those
who have at least a basic skill to recognize Chinese characters and distinguish
them one from another.)

It is said, the three pillars of Chinese history are the standard or dynastic
histories, the local gazetteers, and genealogies. The Chinese historians give
great weight to each of these genres. Among these three elements, genealogy
has the longest history and is perhaps the most influential. Scholars have shown
that genealogies are a valuable source for insight into Chinese history. Since
most genealogies continue into the early or mid-twentieth century, a researcher
who can connect into a lineage genealogy can often determine their pedigree
quickly and accurately back into the 1600s and, typically, much further.

The history of written Chinese genealogy goes back to at least the 11th century
B.C. Based on the content of the earliest written pedigrees, one can confidently
conclude that they were based on pre-existing oral pedigrees. Most extant
genealogies, however, were compiled during the Qing dynasty (1644-1911) or
later.

Terms for Chinese Genealogies

Chinese genealogies are commonly referred to as jiapu, zupu, or zongpu.
In general, these terms can reflect levels of kinship structure, as show
below in ascending order of scope. However, these kin groups do not
always equate to the term used in the title. One must examine the
contents to be sure.

i (jiapu) — family genealogy record
i (zGpul) — local lineage genealogy record
i (zongpul) — higher-order genealogy record
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Other terms for Chinese genealogies include:

Gt (fangpt) a sk (pull) Fil (jiajr)
tHEE (shipu) ZEEIE.E (tdngpl) %@u (jiazhi)
Yk (zhiph) 5 (tongpu) €k (huipl)
45 (fenpu) R (pudie) R (diezhi)
s & (puxi) K (yudie) e (puzhi)
AEfH (plzhuan) X3 (jiashéng) 5 (zUzhi)



Reading Titles of Genealogies
1. By clan, lineage, or family name

Many titles of genealogies simply include the surname.

Example:

T IREKEE (wang shi jia pl) - The Wang Clan Genealogy

+ (wang) — the surname Wang
[X (shi) — clan, lineage, or family
Kk (jiapu) — genealogy or family record

2. By branch, location, or ancestor

The Chinese have a segmentary lineage system. This means that it has many
nested branches or segments that trace their roots back to an early common
ancestor. Each segment or group of segments may compile its own genealogy,
and finally there may be a genealogy that includes all of the segments.
Therefore, titles may include branch names, place names, or ancestor names
that identify the segment or group.

A. Example by branch name:

KJE ER IS RE (tai yuan tang wén shi za pl) — The Taiyuan Branch, Wen
Clan Genealogy

K JR % — The Taiyuan Branch

i (wén) — the surname Wen

IX (shi) — designates clan or surname
Bk (zapl) — genealogy

Terminology for lineage branch or segment:

H 5% (tAnghao) — lineage branch or segment
JK (pai) — lineage branch or segment



B. Example by location:

R A AR 5 A K SEE (fa jian ning dé jiu dd gui cdin wang shi zong
pu) -- The Fujian (Province) Ningde (City) Jiu Du (Ninth District) Gui Cun
(Village) Wang Clan Genealogy

#E% (fujian) — Fujian (Province)

1% (ningdé) — Ningde (City)

JL#E (jiudd) — Ninth District

B} (guictn) — Gui Village

+ (wang) — the surname Wang

IX (shi) — designates clan or surname
“Ei (zOongpu) — genealogy

Terminology for locations:

I') — hamlet, neighborhood, village
cun) — village, hamlet

2E[§ xiang) — village, subdistrict, rural
(i) — village of 25 families

chéng) - municipality

shi) - city

bu) — city-port
qa) — district
da) -- district
di) - region

fu) - prefecture
xian) — county
shéng) - province
guo) - country
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C. Example by ancestor name:

BEAMKGE (xGe déng bén zU jia pu) — The Xuedeng Originating
Ancestor Genealogy

% (xte déng) — Lin Xuedeng, an ancestor of a branch of the Lin
family that settled in the Xinhui area of
Guangdong Province

A4H (bén zU) — originating ancestor

X (jia pu) - genealogy



Terminology for ancestors:

H (zU) - ancestor

4 (shi) — the beginning

1& (qgian) or 1& & (gian ja) — to move, change residence, migrate
%t (shou xing) — to receive a surname

There are three key ancestors in genealogies:

ZWEURAH (shou xing shi zl) - the ancestor who received the clan
surname (usually during the Zhou dynasty, 1046-222 B.C.)

G4H (shi zU) - the first ancestor (who founded the lineage, often
during the Tang, A.D. 618-907 or Song, 960-1279, dynasties)

HiEH (shi gian zu) - the first migrant ancestor (who moved to a
new location, founding a new branch of the lineage.) A variant of
this term is & JE464H (qian jo shi zu).



Reading Genealogy Narrative Sections

Genealogy collections generally include a brief history of the origin of the family
and the dispersion pattern of some of the branches. Contents may also feature
explanations of surname origin, biographies on progenitor ancestors, notations of
outstanding ancestors, family rules and obligations regarding customs and rites,
exhortations for righteous living, poems for generational names, and many other
topics.

These sections are the most difficult for those having limited Chinese language
capability. Most often, assistance will be required from one proficient not only in
reading Chinese vernacular but classical Chinese texts as well. Nonetheless, for
a novice Chinese reader a familiarity of the complexities of Chinese names in
genealogical records could be useful in gleaning useful information from these
sections.

Chinese name order

A complete Chinese name can consist of two or three characters. The first
character is the family or clan name known as the surname name in
English while the personal name may contain a middle and last character.
Notice that the surname location is the reverse order to English practice,
e.g. B K (Mao Zédong), where & (Mao) was his surname and % i
(Zédong) was his given name. Sometimes, a complete name can consist
of only two characters, e.g. fi7% (Chén Yu) where the surname is [
(Chén) and the given name is ¥ (Yu). Single character surnames are the
most common, like 15 (Yang) and & (Zhou), but there are also a small
number of two character surnames, like #45 (Ouyang) and @55 (STma).

Generation Names

After the family or clan name known as a surname in English comes the
middle name or family hierarchy name, also called the Generation Name.
Men belonging to the same generation within a clan will share a common
name, which can be positioned either in the middle or at the end. This
name serves as a classifier to the hierarchical ranking for the generations
as specified in the clan's Generation Poem (77 — zi béi ci), and is
referred to as the Generation Name (2“7 — béi zi).

Multiple/Alternate Names

A person may have more than one name, especially depending on life he
or she is in. Genealogical records may use just one of these names but
may also specify a number of names for an individual. Types of names
include:



/N4 (xido ming) — birth/infant name, given at birth. Also referred to
as .4 (rt ming) — milk name.

% (ming) — official name, used during youth, given roughly at 3
months. Also referred to as K% (da ming).

- (zi) - school name, style name, or courtesy name, given at age
20 during a Coming of Age Ceremony (514 — chéng nian ).
Also referred to as &4 (bido ming).

5% (hao) — assumed name, literary name, or pseudonym, may be
created by an individual himself or may be given to him by others,
conferred when one becomes established in life. Can also refer to
the #29% (shi hao) - posthumous name given to rulers, nobleman, or
eminent officials, or the 5% (miao hao) - temple name, given
posthumously for inclusion in the clan temple.

# (hui) — taboo name, given to a deceased emperor or head of
family

Example:

This selection is taken from a ifit (Wén) clan genealogy. Note that
in Chinese genealogies, the surname is not repeated in names
throughout the record. In this narrative, it begins by referring to the
progenitor by his taboo name, ## - % (Jing); his school name, - -
J4#2 (Zhdumu); and his assumed name, %% - % (Wénning).



Reading Genealogy Pedigree Charts (it &R[& - shi xi ti) and Biographical
Data Tables (£ &3%& - shi xi bido)

Chinese genealogies generally include:
= Alist of male ancestors’ names according to generation order

= The birth year, death year, or burial year of the ancestor, if known
= The maiden surname of the spouse, if known

= The number and names of the male descendants of each couple, if known

(Note: The pedigree information in Chinese genealogies is a patrilineal
system, i.e., names of daughters are not included. When daughters marry,
they are considered a part of their husband’s family.)

Pedigree Charts ( &IE - shi xi tG) Pedigree charts in Chinese
genealogies typically begin with a primogenitor ancestor, a 454 (shi zi), in

the Generation No. 1 position. Pedigree charts are generally arrayed to show

clear descending relationships from father to sons and the birth order of male
siblings. Wives, typically designated by surname only, are delineated.
Chinese genealogies can be presented in various styles or formats, some
with connecting lines, some showing generations within a pattern of tables
from top-to-bottom, some from right-to-left. Some styles combine

biographical data tables within the pedigree charts, some are strictly pedigree
charts with data tables listed separately. Five commonly used pedigree chart

styles are presented below.
Biographical Data Tables (it % - shi xi bido)

Biographical data tables list vital, detailed information. These tables typically
include birth and death dates, burial dates and tomb locations for husbands,
spouses, and sons. The biographical data tables may also include alternate
names, scholarly titles earn via the examination system, titles of government

positions held, military rank, and other achievements and honors. Depending

on the pedigree chart format, names of sons can be listed in the data tables
vice being displayed by connecting lines.



Five Examples of pedigree charts:
The Ou Style (BX3X), also known as the Horizontal Style (&174%)

Developed by Ouyang Xiu (FXH1%), Song dynasty scholar (1007-1072
AD). The pedigree chart shows five generations per page, top-to-bottom,
with horizontal entries, right-to-left. The entries generally include
biographical data, with names, alternate names, surname of spouse(s),
dates of birth, dates of death, places of burial, official positions and
honors.
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The Su Style (F+3\ ), also known as the Hanging Pearl Style (FEEk{k)

Developed by Su Xun (737]), Song dynasty scholar (1009-1066 AD). The
pedigree charts display generations hang vertically, right-to-left with
connecting lines. Biographical data is also included.
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The Pagoda Style (=)

Displays pedigree chart from top-to-bottom with connecting lines. There is
generally little or no biographical data.
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The Imperial Style (BT )

The generations hang vertically, right-to-left. The text runs top-to-bottom.
Biographical data tables are included.




The Document Style AKA Story Line Style (k=)

The pedigree charts are presented in paragraph form, without connecting

lines or table lines.
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Example of a separate biographical data table:
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Terminology for pedigree charts and biographical data tables:

— 14l (yT shi zU) — the first generation ancestor, more often
referred to as 454H (shi zl)

—1tk#H (er shi zU) — second generation ancestors

— 14 (san shi zt) — third generation ancestors

U H4H (si shi zl) — fourth generation ancestors

X (dai) — another term for generation, eg., —fttH, —{U4H, etc.

v (gong) — following a name, a respectful term of address for an
elderly man, e.g., 5/ — the revered Mr. Zhang

% (wéng) - following a name, a respectful term of address for an
elderly man or father, e.g., il & — the revered Mr. Zhou

Uit (b¥) — a formal term for one’s deceased mother, used to
designate a spouse

Fic (pei) — joined in marriage, used to designate a spouse

IX (shi) — when following a spouse’s surname, a term equivalent to
the French word “nee”, meaning “surname at birth”.

4 (shéng) -- birth

#% (zhong) — end, the end of life
A (zu) - to die

¥ (md) — to die

“EJA (shéng ya) — born on (date)

#4JA (zhong yu) — died on (date)

il

(mu) — a grave

il

A (mU ya) — buried on (date) or buried at (place)

Bt

7£ (MU zai) — buried at

(zang) — to bury, inter

HE S

(shéng) — begat, when followed by ¥ (zi) — son, or multiple sons,
.g., T —two sons, —F — three sons, etc.

()



¥ (zhang zi) — the eldest son
IX-¥ (ci zi) — the second son
—F (san zi) — the third son

Y-¥ (si zi) — the fourth son

Chinese numerals:

Pedigree charts and genealogical tables often use Chinese
numerals to number generations and sons. Chinese numerals are
also used in dates. While common Chinese numbers are most
often used, occasionally shorthand forms may be used. Another
system of more complex characters, known as financial or “anti-
fraud” numerals, can also be found in use in genealogical records.
The table below represents various Chinese numerals that one may

encounter:

Normal or Other Financial Pinyin Value
—or ik = yi one
—or =X A er two
=or= % san three
Iy = si four
En lin wl five
Ay 55 liu Six
+ ik qr seven
\ il ba eight
a 74 jit nine
e ¥ shi ten
+- - h shi y1 eleven
4o HBaE shi er twelve

= Bz shi san thirteen
—+ or adh ér shi or nian twenty
o o aiEs eér shi yT or nian
—t+—ortt H yi y twenty-one
I — E\ER ér shi er or
~+—ort— AR nidn er twenty-two
=+ or i 295 san shi or sa thirty
£l 1E bai hundred
T fF gian thousand



Example of reading a pagoda style pedigree chart:

1. fitAH — Fifth generation ancestor
LA - Yijiao (ancestor's name) #j — respectful term
KK — Mi, surname at birth (spouse of Yijiao)

2. /~1AH — Sixth generation ancestor
H K — Wangiu (ancestor's name)
KK — Mi, surname at birth (spouse of Wangiu)

3. ittt — Seventh generation ancestors
#£%Y — Tingbao (ancestor’'s name, elder brother)
#: K — Liang, surname at birth (spouse of Tingbao)
#E7& — Tingjie (ancestor's name, younger brother)
Ik — Zeng, surname at birth (spouse of Tingjie



Example of reading a modified imperial style pedigree chart:
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1. = {4 — Third generation ancestor
7% (taboo name) — ¥l Xing (ancestor’'s name)
- (style name) — 5 {# Youde
5% (literary name) — Z&f2 Taisong
& (xi) — relationship: H %A 2 & F — oldest son of revered Mr.
Zhongfu

2. Z iUt — Third generation spouses
T IX - Wang, surname at birth (spouse of Youde)
251K - Mai, surname at birth (spouse of Youde)
## [C - Zhong, surname at birth (spouse of Youde)
£ —F — Begat two sons

3. & — Eldest (son) #k4# - Laifu
X — Second (son) 2k &l — Laifeng



Additional terminology for pedigree charts and biographical data
tables regarding no dependents or no further information:

1. Indicators that a person had no descendants:

1k (zhi) -- to stop (descendancy stopped)

£/ (wlachuan) — had no descendants

%X (chijia) — those who became monks and would have, in theory,
left behind no progeny.

4145 (ydushang) — died in youth
HLitt (z&oshi) — early death, departed this life early
X (yao) — to die young, to die prematurely

H.T- (zdowang) — early death, departed early, premature death

2. The following terms, in essence, all indicate that there is “no
information available.” This may refer to lack of death and burial
records or that a person may have progeny but it's not traceable.

K5 (weixiang) -- no more detail (about this individual)

7% (shikdo) -- record lost (records concerning this individual were
lost)

5k (qué) -- deficient, lacking (insufficient information)

Jiit. (tud) -- missing (information or records)

fit 2% (waka&o) -- without records

The above terms typically follow an individual’s given name on a

pedigree or in the dialogue of a biographical data table. In many
cases, however, there is no indicator and no lineage follows.



Example of no descendants:
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Example of no further information on deaths and/or burial:




Reading Chinese Calendar Dates

Before the start of the Republic of China era in 1911, dates in Chinese
genealogies were expressed using the traditional Chinese calendar system. The
official name of the Chinese calendar is j£/& (néng li) — the rural calendar. The
calendar uses the Chinese sexagenary cycle (7~ 1T 4£H — liu shi hua jid), also
known as the Stems-and-Branches (32 — gan zh), a cycle of sixty terms used
for recording years. The sixty different terms consist of two characters, the first
representing a term from a cycle of ten known as the Heavenly Stems (KT —
tian gan) and the second from a cycle of twelve known as the Earthly Branches (
37 — di zhT). The Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches are listed in the table
below:

Heavenly Stems Pinyin Earthly Branches Pinyin
FH jia ¥ zi
4 yi H chou
75} bing B yin
T ding o mé&o
3% wu J= chén
[ jii = Si
J géeng - w
R Xin P wei
+ ren Ff shén
% gut [} you

154 xd
B3 hai

The chart below, entitled “The 60 Year Cyclical Calendar” represents thirteen
cycles of the Chinese calendar, for the period 1204-1983. The sixty terms
consisting of the two-character stem-branch combinations are listed on the left
and the corresponding years, thirteen years for each term are listed to the right.

Because the terms of the Chinese calendar repeat every sixty years, the
particular years are distinguished usually by the 77 5% (di hao) — the imperial title
of the reigning emperor, or the F5% (nidn hao) — the reign title, a designation for
the years the emperor was on the throne. The “Nien-Hao Era Date Chart’
included below list the imperial titles and and reign years for the Ming and Qing
Dynasties.

Occasionally, the name of the dynasty is included to distinguish the year. A chart
listing the Chinese dynasties is also provided below.

Chinese birth and death dates sometimes include the hour. A chart listing the
Chinese terms for hour is also provided below.
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CHINESE

jiazl

yi chdu
bing yin
ding mao
wul chén
jisi

géng wu
XTn wei
rén shén
gui you
jid xa

yl hai
bing zI
ding chdu
wu yin

jT mao
géng chén
XTn si

rén wi
gui wei
jia shén
yl ydu
bing x0
ding hai
wu zI
jlchdu
géng yin
XTn mao
rén chén
gui si

jia wi

yi wei
bing shén
ding ydu
wu xa
jihai
géng zI
Xin chdu
rén yin
gui mao
jid chén
yi si
bing wii
ding wei
wu shén
JTydu
géng xa
XTn hai
rén zi
gui chdu
jia yin

yi mao
bing chén
ding si
wu wi
Twei
géng shén
XTn you
rén xd
gurl hai

THE 60 YEAR CYCLICAL CALENDAR

1324
1325
1326
1327
1328
1329
1330
1331
1332
1333
1334
1335
1336
1337
1338
1339
1340
1341
1342
1343

1345
1346
1347
1348
1349
1350
1351
1352
1353
1354
1355
1356
1357
1358
1359
1360
1361
1362
1363
1364
1365
1366
1367
1368
1369
1370
1371
1372
1373
1374
1375
1376
1377
1378
1379
1380
1381
1382
1383

*

*

*

*

YEARS IN THE CYCLE, A.D.

1444
1445
1446
1447
1448
1449
1450
1451
1452
1453
1454

1504
1505
1506
1507
1508
1509
1510
1511
1512
1513
1514

1564
1565
1566
1567
1568
1569
1570
1571
1572
1573
1574

1624
1625
1626
1627
1628
1629
1630
1631
1632
1633
1634
1635
1636
1637
1638
1639
1640
1641
1642
1643
1644
1645
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1647
1648
1649
1650
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1652
1653
1654
1655
1656
1657
1658
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1660
1661
1662
1663
1664
1665
1666
1667
1668
1669
1670
1671
1672
1673
1674
1675
1676
1677
1678
1679
1680
1681
1682
1683

1684
1685
1686
1687
1688
1689
1690
1691
1692
1693
1694
1695
1696
1697
1698
1699
1700
1701
1702
1703
1704
1705
1706
1707
1708
1708

1804
1805
1806
1807
1808
1809
1810
1811
1812
1813
1814
1815
1816
1817
1818
1819
1820
1821
1822
1823
1824
1825
1826
1827
1828
1829
1830
1831
1832
1833
1834
1835
1836
1837
1838
1839
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1845
1846
1847
1848
1849
1850
1851
1852
1853
1854
1855
1856
1857
1858
1859
1860
1861
1862
1863

1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1800
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923

1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943

1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
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NIAN-HAO ERA DATE CHART

EReR R SR, M— EOSEN | ENER
Dynasty Approx. Western Year
or Emperor or Empress The First Yea of Reign Years (A.D.)
Kingdon of Reign
A# Taizu #E Hong Wit 31 1368
B HuiDi B3 Jian Wén 4 1399
RB# Chéng zu K% Yong Le 22 1403
{=® Rén Zong HEER Hong Xi A | 1425
B XuanZong B8 XuanDé 10 1426
R Ying Zong IE# zheng Tong 14 1436
&R DaiZong BE Jing 1ai 1450
TR Ying Zong EIR Tian Shun 1457
Mﬁg SR Xian Zong RE{Ek Chéng Hua 23 1465
#FFR Xido Zong SA® Hong Zhi 18 1488
HR Wi Zong IE#@@ Zheng Dé 16 1506
{52 Shizong B Jialing 45 1522
BR Muzong BER Long Qing 6 1567
#SR Shén Zong BE wanl 47 1573
¥ Guang Zong #;EB TicChang 1620
BR Xizong FBY Tian Qi 7 1621
B3R Sizong 4 Chong zhén 16 1628
il shizu WHi& Shun zhi 18 1644
838 Sheng zu BRER KangXxi 61 1662
R shizéng JIE Yong Zhéng 13 1723
B3R Gao Zong BzBE QianLong 60 1736
i# |{=% RénZong BN Jizang 25 1796
Qing  |3rs2 Weén Zong {83 Do Guang 30 1821
B XuanZong %M Xian Féng 11 1851
B3 Muzong @& Tong zhi 13 1862
@R Dé Zong ¥4 Guang Xu 34 1875
EERME A Xin Jué Lud B Xuan Tong 3 1909
FERE 1912
Republic of

China




Chinese Dynasties

ca. 1600-1050 BC i (Shang) Dynasty

F AL (Spring and Autumn Period)
770-ca. 475 BC

B [ e X (Warring States Period)

ca. 475-221 BC

220-589 AD NREEY (Six Dynasties) Period
—[# (Three Kingdoms) 220-265 AD
¥ (Jin Dynasty) 265-420 AD
Rt (Period of the Northern and Southern
Dynasties) 386-589 AD

618-906 AD

& (Tang) Dynasty

960-1279 K (Song) Dynasty
JtZ (Northern Song) 960-1127
A& (Southern Song) 1127-1279

1368-1644 i (Ming) Dynasty

1912-1949 rh % )L Republic Period



Chinese Hours

In ancient times, in order to tell the time, the Chinese 24-hour day was
divided into twelve equal 2-hour periods called ; (shi). Each double hour
was given the name of one of the 12 earthly branches.

Earthly Pinyin
Branches Hours
¥ zi 11:00 PM - 1:00 AM
H chou 1:00 — 3:00
H yin 3:00 — 5:00
yp mé&o 5:00 — 7:00
J% chén 7:00 — 9:00
B Si 9:00 - 11:00
- w 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
P wei 1:00 — 3:00
H shén 3:00 — 5:00
(] you 5:00 - 7:00
5% x{ 7:00 — 9:00
Z hai 9:00 — 11:00

Other terminology for Chinese calendar dates:

4 (nian) - year

H (yué) - month

f (run yué) — an intercalary (leap) month in the Chinese calendar
H (ri) - day

#] (chd) — in the early part of...used before the earlier days of the
month

iR (shi) — hour



Examples of reading a Chinese calendar dates:
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FERE N AR IR CORFE A+ A H A,

Name: £#E (Darang) & (gong) — the revered Darang

Introductory phrase: [zt (yang ming) refers to lifespan

Event: “EJA (shéng yu) — born on...

Dynasty: Ki& (da qing) — The great Qing Dynasty

Reign title: ¥zf% (qian I6ng)

Year: & (ji wei) - 1740 (This year mostly corresponds with 1739,
but this date falls at the end of C.&k and extends into early 1740.)
Month: +—H (shi ér yué) — twelfth month

Day: t—H (nian ér ri) — the twenty second day (1 = 20)

Hour: B (xa shi) — 7:00-9:00 PM
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Event: #J/A (zhdng yu) — died on...

Year: J¥J& (wu chén) — 1808 (Determining this year took some
extrapolation because the imperial title or reign title is not
mentioned. If the death occurred during the reign title of ¥2[% (qgian
I6ng), this person would have died in 1748, at the age of 8, which is
not logical for a person who was married and begat two children.
The year 1808, during the reign title of 3% & (jia qing) for the year of
death makes much more logical sense. The next possibility would
be the year 1868, which would mean the person lived until the
unlikely age of 128.)

Month: + H (shi yué) — tenth month

Day: 1 /\H (shi ba ri) — the eighteenth day

Hour: fif (zi shi) —11:00 PM - 1:00 AM

The revered Mr. Darang’s dates of birth and death converted to the
Western calendar are as follows:

Born: 20 January (not 22 December) 1740
Died: 5 December (not 18 October) 1808

Please note the months and the days of the Chinese calendar differ
from that of the Western calendar. The months of the Chinese
calendar are lunar months, beginning on the new moon and ending
the day before the next new moon. The number of charts needed
to convert the Chinese months and days to Western months and
days corresponding to the number of years represented in “The 60
Year Cyclical Calendar” chart would fill many of volumes of books.
The Academia Sinica in Taiwan has posted on the Internet an
automated Chinese-to-Western calendar converter tool that covers
2,000 years: http://sinocal.sinica.edu.tw. The dates above were
converted using this tool.




